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The current study will focus on the role of the 
parent in the child/s youth sport involvement, concentrating 
primarily on the socialization process into sport, the 
effects of parental pressure and expectations (pereived 
by both parent and child), conceptions of ability, and a 
child/s attributions to success and/or failure in terms 
of locus of control and self-efficacy. 
Socialization is the process whereby individuals 
learn the skills, values, and behaviors that enable them 
to function in a group (Weinberg, 1980). Sport is 
considered an excellent medium through which the 
socialization process of young children is enhanced. 
Yet, who is responsible for this process? Existing 
literature suggests that the family members, the parents 
in particular, are instrumental in determining a child/s 
sport involvement (Lewko & Ewing, 1980; Orlick & Botterill, 
1975; Snyder & Sprectzer, 1976). Additional significant 
others play a role here also (Seefeldt, 1980; Smoll & 
Lefebvre, 1979). However, as gender differences appear 
in traditional literature, further investigation is 
needed to study current sex-role socialization patterns. 
In addition \o the importance of parental socialization 





















